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"The great gift of Easter is hope - Christian hope which makes us 

have that confidence in God, in his ultimate triumph, and in his 

goodness and love, which nothing can shake."   Basil C Hume , (1923-

1999): Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster  

I am sure that you will enjoy reading about the many events en-

joyed by staff and students at Bishopõs.   None of these experiences 

would have happened without enthusiastic students, supportive 

families, and excellent staff and governors. Thank you to you all.  

God bless, Sara Catlow -Hawkins: Headteacher  

Message from Martin Henton: Acting Headteacher  

Earlier in the term the governors appointed me as the Acting Headteacher in Saraõs absence. It is a 

huge privilege for me to lead our school and I am really looking forward to working with you all.  
 

We have had a busy and active term with many successes in sport, a successful skiing trip, an amaz-

ing show case of talent at the spring concert, an ensemble competition win, first place at a Cheer-

leading competition   together with many rugby successes, perhaps the most notable being both the 

Year 9 and Year 11 teams winning the Fruit Bowl ña cross-county match against Worcestershire 

played at Sixways Stadium.  In order to share school news and celebrate the many successes of stu-

dentsõ we are improving our communication with you through a Bishopõs facebook page which will 

be linked to the school website and curriculum twitter feeds. When the permissions are complete, I 

will send you more information for the launch after the Easter holidays.  
 

We have been working hard and making great progress towards the actions from last yearõs Ofsted 

inspection. To validate our progress we had a review meeting with the Local Authority which was 

very successful. We also had a mock monitoring inspection from our School Improvement Partner 

who stated that  ôwe have made significant improvements and has confidence that we are satisfying 

the Ofsted criteria as a Good schoolõ. He was also pleased to see a culture change in the climate for 

learning with students being challenged to improve. This was encouraging  to hear as a learn-

ing  focus this year has been developing positive attitudes to learning through differentiated learning 

objectives and consistently high quality feedback to students  in all curriculum areas.  In addition to 

teaching content and skills in lessons we are actively aiming to encourage positive mind sets and 

characteristics through our Christian values, particularly; determination, respect, openness  to experi-

ence and resilience. These are really helping our year 11 students in their final preparation for the 

GCSE summer exams.   
 

We have been strengthening relationships with our partners in the  

school community and recently met with the Trustees of the Bluecoat  

Trust to discuss how we can work more closely. We presented a bid to  

fund important restoration work of our conservation area and install  

new seating and benches. The  bid was successful and I would like to  

thank the Trust for supporting us.  
 

As we come to the end of this term, it is an important opportunity to  

pause from the confectionery temptations and reflect on the  

importance of the Easter message from the Bible  to forgive others and  

think how we can enrich our own lives and help those around us.  

So please enjoy the holidays with your family and  

friends and have a happy Easter.    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basil_Hume


Governor News  
 

This has been a busy term for all our Governors. Mr Tim OõByrne was elected 

as Chair of Governors following Mr Keith Lawtonõs decision to stand down 

from the board after 26 years as a governor at the school.  Keith is owed a 

tremendous debt of gratitude for all he achieved for the school, shaping and 

creating so much that is now taken for granted.  

In December Mr Alan Cook retired as Clerk to the Governors.  Alanõs contri-

bution to the work of the Governing Body has been very much appreciated.  

Mrs Eleanor Benson joined the Governing Body in December as a Foundation 

Governor.  Eleanor brings with her a wealth of experience in the educational 

sector.   

The full Governing Body has met on two occasions and there have been 

meetings of the Behaviour and Safety Committee, the Achievement and 

Quality of Teaching Committee and the Resources Committee.  

One focus of the work of the Governing Body has been the development of 

a Link Governor Programme.  Each Governor has been allocated a specific 

department/area of the school and monitoring visits take place on a regular 

basis. Following their visit the link Governor reports back to the full Governing 

Body. The ultimate aim of the programme is to enrich the whole Governing 

Bodyõs understanding of the work of the school which will, in turn, inform the 

decision making processes.  

As they look forward to the summer term the Governors would like to thank 

staff, students and parents/carers for their continued support for the school.  

 

Carol Langstaff  

Clerk to the Governors  

clerk@bhbs.hereford.sch.uk   

mailto:clerk@bhbs.hereford.sch.uk


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Becky Board ARR  

Congratulations to Becky 

who can be seen here with 

her medal for 2nd place in 

her recent competition. This  

qualifies her for nationals in 

June at the Barclaycard 

Arena in Birmingham.  

A victorious BHBS 

Chamber Coir 

with their Cup  



MUSIC 
Itõs been a successful Spring Term for the Music Department. Weõve run 2 hour 

interventions on Fridays for extra GCSE workshops where weõve covered Hay-

dnõs Clock Symphony and The Beatlesõ Sgt Pepperõs Lonely Hearts Club Band as 

the set works for our year 10 and 11 groups.  

 

The eclecticism continued in the Herefordshire Festival of Performing Arts, where 

BHBS competed against other schools in the county in a wide variety of classes. 

Notable accomplishments included our Flute Choir and two Clarinet Ensembles 

braving the snow of the Sunday to be highly commended against Sixth Formers 

and our Chamber Choir won their class for Secondary School Choir. Sophie 

Cash won the Songs from the Shows class.  

 

In lessons Year 7 have covered Bug Beats, a new Scheme of Work by Mrs Col-

lingbourne where the students composed their own rhythm pieces. Weõve been 

delighted by the complexity and quality of their work. Year 9 covered the Piano 

Music of Chopin, where students composed and performed pieces in the style 

of the famous Polish composer. Itõs quite something to walk into a class and 

hear 25 plus 13 and 14 year olds studiously playing the Nocturne in E minor, just 

as their starter activity. Winners of the noisiest year group goes to Year 8, who 

now know the Ben E King classic ôStand By Meõ inside out as theyõve completed 

their whole class performances. This has been great fun to cover and Mrs Col-

lingbourne and I really appreciate their effort and enthusiasm.  

 

Finally, after another snow delay, we were able to run our Spring Concert. We 

are very grateful to you all who were able to accommodate the postponed 

date and allow us to put on a fantastic evening with over 100 students partici-

pating. New initiatives included arrangements by our high flying Eden Lloyd and 

Theo Ceney, student run bands and another massed item finale. Itõs a testament 

to the preparations of our expert peripatetic team that so many groups were 

able to perform without them where necessary.  

 

Our next big performance is the Key Stage 3 Presentation Evening on Thursday 

12th July. We have a spectacular finale planned for that one too - please put it in 

your diary!  



  

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 27 th February, Mr Brandreth and Mrs Jenkins took 2 

teams of Year 10 mathematicians to compete in the ôMaths Feastõ 

competition at Lucton School.  This is a national event organised by 

the Further Mathematics Support Programme.  

Ten teams took part - one BHBS team (Jess Ewing, Isobel Lawrence -

McQueen, Oliver Izzard and Sam Hollins) finished 2nd (just beaten 

by one of the Hereford Cathedral School teams) and the other BHBS 

team (Aaron Jeffs, Angus Martin, Ethan Forster and George Whittall -

Tong) finished 4th.  

Both teams competed very well and were praised by event organis-

ers for their teamwork and problem -solving ability.  

 

 

 

 

 


