
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
ά¢ƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎέΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜΦ  L 
have to write lots of lists of what I have to do, to help me manage my time in my 
role, but of course many things on the list cease to be important as new issues 
crop up on a daily basis.  When I write my new list, I check through the last, and 
LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
when I wrote it had become unimportant. 
 
Of great importance however is the remembrance of the awful events at 
DǊŜƴŦŜƭƭ ¢ƻǿŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀ 
year ago.  But you will remember vividly watching the horrific events unfold on 
the news.  The inquiry into the Grenfell Tower broke for a week of reflection to 
mark the one year since the event, and of course we pray that the Scared Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary will offer both some dissipation of the grief that the families of 
those lost will feel, and also that such an event never occurs again. 
 
Ψ¢ƛƳŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ aǳǎƭƛƳ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ 
colleagues and students who have ended their fasts of Ramadan today and 
celebrate Eid al Fitr.  Eid Mubarak to you all! 
 
It is also relevant as our fathers, present or not, will be on our minds this 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻƴ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀ 
great deal to us.  I will be having my Father for tea this weekend; my children will 
be congratulating their 
father - that is of 
course if we can get 
them of the golf 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜΗ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 
day a year I am not 
allowed to complain! 
 
Our Section 48 
inspection went very 
well, but as the report 
is not yet with us, it 
will be a few weeks 
until I can share the 
outcome with you.  I 
hope you will be 
pleased and thank you 
to those of you who 
returned your surveys; 
we still have some 
coming in! 
 
Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Since the implementation of the new 
General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR) on 25th May 2018, it is 
becoming increasingly difficult for us as 
ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ 
achievements by way of Twitter, 
Website and of course the weekly 
newsletter.  We are simply unable to 
ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
permission if they are under 12 years of 
age. 
 
We have sent letters out to all 
parents/carers asking for yours and 
ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
of photographic scenarios, and 
unfortunately we are not getting them 
back.  Could you please complete and 
return these consent forms to Mrs 
Byrne as soon as possible.  If you 
require another copy, please contact 
the school.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

 

 
Please, follow us on Twitter: 
@GraysConvent, and re-tweet all our 
good news!  See our Twitter feed: 
http://www.graysconvent.thurrock.sch.
uk.  If you would like real time up-dates 
and photos on our sporting fixtures 
follow @graysconventPE or look for the 
#GCHSsport tag! 
 

IMPORTANT MESSAGES: 

GCHS TWITTER 

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CONSENT 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Week ending Friday 15

th

 June 2018 

http://www.graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk/
http://www.graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk/


 
 

At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and 
Mrs Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AT GRAYS CONVENT 

Lb¢9wb9¢ {!C9¢¸ ¢LtΧ 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

¶ Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 
652802. 

¶ Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

¶ Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

¶ Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

¶ NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc


 
 
It was great having Little Thurrock Primary and Thameside 
School this week for a STEM Day!  The day consisted of 
cube building in Maths and bridge building in DT.  Within 
the Science portion of the day the girls made balloon 
rockets which they then raced to see who was the fastest; 
the other Science class worked with Bunsen burners to 
produce different chemical reactions.  A great day was had 
by all and the pupils were a credit to their schools! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Chapman 

 
 
Today we said a fond farewell to Russell Prisley, one of our 
long-standing Exam Invigilators who has been with us since 
2006.  We wish him well for the next 
chapter in his life! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Smith 
 

 
 
On Thursday 14th June Year 7 had the opportunity to spend 
the morning at the Gurdwara in Grays.  The members of the 
Sikh Community welcomed Year 7 and praised them on 
their exemplary behaviour and questioning of the Sikh 
religion.  Visiting the Gurdwara is part of our Religious 
Education programme and it allows the girls to understand 
the importance of other faiths.  It contributes to our 
understanding of diversity within our school community 
and the importance of respect and tolerance towards all 
religions. 
 
The view from Year 7 sums up the visit: 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ {ƛƪƘƛǎƳ ǘƻŘŀȅέ.  
Kateshalom 7L 
 
Aiste 7L said άLǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŎorated and it was nice 
the way they respected everyone. Year 7 really enjoyed the 
Ǿƛǎƛǘέ. 
 
Tiffany and Tickayla 7L impressed us with their 
understanding of the importance of equality and they were 
impressed by the fact that to show equality everyone sat on 
the floor. 
 
Well done Year 7 Tiffany, Kateshalom, Aiste, and Tickayla 
7L! 

Mrs Michalkiewicz 

STEM DAY FOND FAREWELL TO RUSSELL! 

YEAR 7 VISIT THE GURDWARA 



 
 
On Saturday 9th June, eleven Grays Convent High School 
students competed for Thurrock in the annual Essex 
{ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢ǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ CƛŜƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ 
Chelmsford. 
 
These are the largest county schools championships in the 
country and for many years have produced the strongest 
county schools teams in the country.  Over 1000 athletes 
competed on the day, representing each district of Essex, 
having previously qualified to represent their own area 
through local trials. 
 
We were proud to have the highest percentage of female 
athletes competing from Grays Convent in the Thurrock 
squad, which shows how impressive they were in the 
selection stages in May.  There were some superb 
performances by our students throughout the day, many of 
whom were competing against an older year group.  By the 
end of the day they had clocked up 8 personal bests and 6 
new school records between them.  The results from the 
finals are as follows: 
 

Zion Ballou 
9th Year 8/9 High Jump: 1.41m; personal best and new 

school record 
 

Mayli Luu 
12th Year 8/9 Long Jump: 4.02m; personal best 

 
Boglarka Pasztor 

11th Year 8/9 1500m: 5m19.9s; new personal best and 
school record 

 
Lois Edusei 

5th Year 10/11 Shot Put: 9.67m; personal best and new 
school record 

 
Maisie Warman 

5th Year 10/11 Hammer: 32.83m; personal best and new 
school record 

 
Annabele Hutchison 

8th Year 10/11 300m: 45.13s; new personal best and new 
school record 

 
Lydia Mwanza 

5th Year 10/11 Triple Jump: 9.45m; equal personal best and 
school record 

 
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Cƛƻƴŀ IǳǘŎƘƛǎƻƴΣ YŀΩ{Ƙŀƴ 
McFarlane, Efemena Adjarho and Allbright Ballou who also 
competed on this day. 

Mrs Bailey 

 
 
As part of their #WakeUpWednesday campaign, The 
National Online Safety Team have created a free guide for 
parents & carers for schools to share about 
ΨtƭŀȅŜǊǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΩǎ .ŀǘǘƭŜƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΩ όt¦.DύΩ ς a game played 
by millions of children and young people worldwide.  Their 
guide is designed to inform parents and carers about the 
dangers and risks of letting their children play PUBG and 
how they can help keep their children safe online. 
 

You can access the free guide for parents via: 
https://twitter.com/natonlinesafety/status/100692477065
7611776 
 

 
 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ у wƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ wŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ IŀǎǎŜƴōǊƻƻƪ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
evening.  Despite being drawn into a really hard pool that 
consisted of St Cleres, William Edwards and Gable Hall they 
played extremely well to qualify through to the Semi-Finals 
against Gateway Academy. 
 

It was a nail biting semi-finals with both teams evenly 
matcheŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ рѹ ǊƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŜŀŎƘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
that it went down to the number of players that were put 
out in the game.  The Convent managed to get 4 players 
from Gateway Academy and Gateway had only stumped 3 
of our players, sending us through to the Finals! 
 

St Cleres had progressed through to the finals also so the 
girls had a re-match from our first round.  The batting from 
the Convent girls was much better than their earlier game 
against St Cleres; however the final score ended with the 
score Grays Convent 5½ - St Cleres 8.  Well done to all the 
players listed below who competed, second in the Districts 
is a fantastic achievement, well done! 
 

The Year 8 team were as follows: Perla Racinskate, Lulu 
Layland, Mirabelle Olutosin, Morgan Henry, Kylie Mandy, 
Melissa Gentry, Anabelle Bridge, Jodie Fullerton, Kayleigh 
De Beer, Hosna Mozafari, Samantha Sargus and Itohan 
Igbingie. 

Mrs Bailey 
 

 
 

Thurrock Library is advertising for 
teenage volunteers for the Summer 
Holidays 2018.  Click the link below 
for more details: 

 

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/news/whats-on-at-your-
library/apply-now-for-summer-volunteering-opportunities-
with-libraries 

9{{9· {/Ihh[{Ω /h¦b¢¸ ¢w!/Y ϧ 
FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

ROUNDERS RALLY RUNNERS UP! 

VOLUNTEERING THIS SUMMER? 

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY 
FREE PARENTS GUIDE 

https://nationalonlinesafety.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c75458b4927d513cbb744c23&id=ecd547039a&e=5116b9680e
https://nationalonlinesafety.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c75458b4927d513cbb744c23&id=ecd547039a&e=5116b9680e
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/news/whats-on-at-your-library/apply-now-for-summer-volunteering-opportunities-with-libraries
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/news/whats-on-at-your-library/apply-now-for-summer-volunteering-opportunities-with-libraries
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/news/whats-on-at-your-library/apply-now-for-summer-volunteering-opportunities-with-libraries


 
 
Huge congratulations to the following students who have 
ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻƭŘ IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ слл 
achievement points: 
 

Matylda Lochowska 7E 

Ifeoluwa Ayeni 7M 

Abigail Cosgrave 8D 

Martyna Czaplicka 9D 

 
Many congratulations to all of these students. 

Mrs Bishop 
 
 
 

 
 
There were many students also receiving their Silver Deputy 
IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ олл ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
points: 
 

Gabrielle Frimpong 7D 

Madalina Gavriliuc 7D 

Monika Milan 7M 

Olivia Simmonds 7L 

 

Simran Kaur 8D 

Ellie-May Unwin 8D 

Kayleigh DeBeer 8E 

Cara Chapatarongo 8E 

Jacinda Boateng 8E 

Grace McGregor 8L 

Eliza Viegas Bexigas Jeurissen 8L 

Wiktoria Dabrowska 8M 

 

Amaraih Lawal 9D 

Sabina Limbu 9E 

 

Priya Dhillon 10D 

Chigadi Ononaji 10D 

Judith Adebisi 10D 

Paris Federin 10D 

 
Many congratulations to all of these students. 

Mrs Bishop 

 
 
The UKMT run a series of mathematics challenges to 
encourage children's interest in mathematics and develop 
their skills: 
 
¶ Junior Mathematical Challenge (UK year 8/S2 and 

below) 
 
¶ Intermediate Mathematical Challenge (UK year 

11/S4 and below) 
 
This year Grays Convent High School entered a number of 
Years 7 to 10 pupils for the UKMC competition and the 
following pupils received Bronze or Silver certificates. 
 

Year 10 

Katherine Franklin (silver) 

Itohan Dennis (silver) 

Sasha Haxell (silver) 

Jessica Quaye (bronze) 

Teodora Nica (bronze) 

Rebecca Jones (bronze) 

Brooke Brady (bronze) 

 

Year 9 

Rebecca Ngoka (bronze) 

Diana Barbur (bronze) 

Isata Smith (bronze) 

Sarah Mekea (bronze) 

 

Year 8 

Laura Chirchir (silver) 

Smarika Limbu (silver) 

Jenny Beadle (bronze) 

Sara Ahmad (bronze) 

Chiamaka Okafor (bronze) 

Kimberly Akimu (bronze) 

Amreet Dhillon (bronze) 

Cara Chapataronga (bronze) 

Nasya Agodo (bronze) 

Jodie Fullerton (bronze) 

Violet Neville (bronze) 

 

Year 7 

Zahra Yousufzai (bronze) 

Connie Burns (bronze) 

Inaaya Uddin Khan (bronze) 

Elizabeth Plumridge (bronze) 

 
 
 
 
 

MORE GIRLS STRIKE GOLD! UK MATHS CHALLENGE 

SILVER GALOREΧ! 



 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Student of the Month Awards for May 2018 have been chosen, and the awardees are 
as follows: 
 
 

Year 7 
 

Name Award for: 

Elisa Addo Art 

Adriana Palokkaran Computing 

Ifeoluwa Ayeni Drama 

Ellie Lee English 

Oluwanifemi Oladimeji Food 

Mahdeia Rasuli French 

Arushi Aukeer Geography 

Noshin Islam History 

Emma Durmishi Maths 

Molly Perry Music 

Olivia Debenham PE 

Tiffany Kemp RE 

Caitlin Maccabe Resistant Materials 

 
 

Year 8 
 

Name Award for: 

Fadilat Baruwa Art 

Lily Coutts Computing 

Alexia Dragomir Drama 

Amreet Dhillon English 

Sarai Newsam Atkinson Food 

Sian Arkan French 

Simran Kaur Geography 

Lily Knights History 

Niamh Dennis Maths 

Paige Coombs Music 

Zion Ballou PE 

Simran Kaur RE 

Jenny Beadle Resistant Materials 

Sanna Hashimi Spanish 

 

 
 

Year 9 
 

Name Award for: 

Abisola Ojubanire Art 

Cindy Chen Computing 

Nadine Northover Drama 

Mariam Ogunjimi English 

Ayomide Odukoya Food 

Zara Okocha French 

Elle Taylor Geography 

Olivia Lovett History 

Maham Siddiqui Maths 

Isata Smith Music 

Oghosa Okundaye PE 

Olivia Lovett RE 

Cindy Chen Resistant Materials 

Oghosa Okundaye Spanish 

 
 

Year 10 
 

Name Award for: 

Giullietta Merani Art 

Kya Degraag Computing 

Nadine Pinnock Drama 

Maisie Exley English 

Ellie Morris Food 

Gabriella Maralla French 

Shafaa Badaloo Geography 

Claire Thompson History 

Mayoma Amolegbe Maths 

Bushra Islam Media Studies 

Chloe Dell Music 

Rhea Mahli PE 

Shalom Imonode Photography 

Jessie Knights RE 

Charlotte Riley Resistant Materials 

Nellie Smith Spanish 

Sonia Hassan Textiles 
 

 

All students are rewarded achievement points for being 
on or above target at each Progress Check. 

 
  

STUDENT OF THE MONTH AWARD ς MAY 2018 



 
 

 

New technology could speed hospital work, enhance health 
care. 
 

Rutgers researchers 
have created an 
automated blood 
drawing and testing 
device that provides 

rapid results, potentially improving the workflow in 
hospitals and other health-related institutions to allow 
health care practitioners to spend more time treating 
patients. 
 

A study describing the fully automated device is published 
online in the journal TECHNOLOGY. 
 

"This device represents the holy grail in blood testing 
technology," said Martin L. Yarmush, senior author of the 
study and Paul & Mary Monroe Endowed Chair & 
Distinguished Professor in the Department of Biomedical 
Engineering at Rutgers University-New Brunswick.  
"Integrating miniaturized robotic and microfluidic (lab-on-a-
chip) systems, this technology combines the breadth and 
accuracy of traditional blood drawing and laboratory 
testing with the speed and convenience of point-of-care 
testing." 
 

Diagnostic blood testing is the most commonly performed 
clinical procedure in the world, and it influences most of the 
medical decisions made in hospitals and laboratories.  But 
the success rate of manually drawing blood samples 
depends on clinicians' skill and patient physiology, and 
nearly all test results come from centralized labs that 
handle large numbers of samples and use labour-intensive 
analytical techniques. 
 

So, a Rutgers biomedical engineering research team created 
a device that includes an image-guided robot for drawing 
blood from veins, a sample-handling module and a 
centrifuge-based blood analyser.  Their device provides 
highly accurate results from a white blood cell test, using a 
blood-like fluid spiked with fluorescent microbeads.  The 
testing used artificial arms with plastic tubes that served as 
blood vessels.  The device could provide rapid test results at 
bedsides or in ambulances, emergency rooms, clinics and 
doctors' offices. 
 

"When designing the system, our focus was on creating a 
modular and expandable device," said Max Balter, who led 
the study and holds a doctorate in biomedical engineering 
from Rutgers.  "With our relatively simple chip design and 
analysis techniques, the device can be extended to 
incorporate a broader panel of tests in the future." 

Mrs Sajid 

 
 
All trip money must be in a SEALED ENVELOPE, as lots of 
money is coming through the letter box loose and falling 
out.  Also, please DO NOT USE THE ACTUAL RETURN 
RECEIPT SLIP STAPLED UP AND MADE INTO AN ENVELOPE 
or monies in a food freezer bag!  Envelopes must have 
pupils name, and which trip it is, and a separate envelope 
for EACH trip please! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance Department 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Being prepared is our motto for Year 10.  As part of our 
Careers programme all of Year 10 attended Palmers College 
Taster Day.  The students enjoyed attending the lectures 
and learning about new topics.  Psychology and Business 
gave our students a number of new avenues to explore.  
From September 2018 Palmers College will be called USP 
College this is due to the amalgamation of Palmers and 
Seevic.  This merger will increase the number of subject 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ !Ω[ŜǾŜƭ and Vocational 
routes. 
 
Presently your daughter is working on her Personal 
{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ Řŀȅ 
on 13th July.  Many skills are required for this step in your 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
Sixth Form Entry begins as early as September.  Please have 
a discussion with your daughter over the next few weeks to 
ask her about her future plans when she leaves Grays 
Convent next year.  Many courses are very competitive and 
it is important that your daughter is aware of her own 
personal capabilities and decides on the correct course of 
study for her. 
 
If you have any concerns about this next stage of your 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

Mrs Michalkiewicz 

{/L9b/9 {th¢Χ A PLEA FROM FINANCE OFFICE! 

YEAR 10 ADVENTURE TO COLLEGE 
TASTER DAY 


