The Convent Chronicle &

Week ending-riday22° June 2018

Dear Parents/Carers,

We had our penultimate meeting with Year Bkt evening at their
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They each received a torch, a reminder that the light of t
B = o n L

Lord will always be
there to guide them,
along with a teddy
% bear ¢ a cuddle from

" us as leaving is tinged
with a bt of sadness!

give out the Molly Watt Award tg
three very deserving young women, whilst in the company of their pe&itse
Molly Watt award is an
award given to three pupils
once they have left Year 1
and have movedmto higher
education. This avard is
voted for by the staff. Molly
Watt was a pupil at Grays
Convent and her family have<s
kept this generous tradition
going for pupils who have
made a very special
contribution to the life of the
school. It was the intentbn Vit ] &
of the Watt family that this bursary could assist puplls with their next stag
education. The nice thing is it comes with a bursary of £500 each!

We have this week welcomed our new Year 6 parents. Their daughters W
visiting us for theirindOG A 2y 6SS1 Ay | 6SS1Qa i

Among our celebrations should of course be that of Windrush Day; it is the
anniversary today of the arrival of the SS Empire Windiarsth a new era of
/' F NAO6OSEYQa -warBiitaint Xol Fhayiale delhdhé recent reseq
that suggests pupils do better in schools that are diverse. We are proud ¢
diversity and pray for this especially on this day:

We praise You, God, fthe diversity we see all around us. We rejoice in
complex beauty of your creation. Help us to celebrate the wonderful ble
cultures and peoples in this world by actively seeking solidarity with one anc
Amen

Penny Johnson
Headteacher
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Grays Convent
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52y Qi ¢Wentel ZBliJune is a NONUPIL DAY.

Students return after the weekend on

We were very pleased to be able {o

Inspiring Ambition,
Achieving Excelleng
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE

PHOTOGRAPHIC

CONSENT

Since the implementation of the new
General Data ProtectionRegulations
(GDPR) on 25 May 2018, it is
becoming increasingly difficult for us as
I a0K22f G2 OSt SoN
achievements by way of Twitter,
Website and of course the weekly
newsletter. We are simply unable to
dza S @ 2 dzNJ R dz3 KilySuNx) .
permission if they are under 12 years of
age.

We have sent letters out to all
parents/carers asking for yours and
82dz2NJ RI dZAK3GSNRa O2
of photographic scenarios, and
unfortunately we are not getting them
taﬁmk. Could you please cptate and
return these consent formsto Mrs
Byrne as soon as possible. If you
ilkdguire another copy, please contact
A theSehool. Thank you.
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Twitter:

follow
@GraysConventand retweet all our

Please, us on
good news! See our Twitter feed:
http://www.graysconvent.thurrock.sch.
uk. If you would like real time ugates
and photos on our sporting fixtures
follow @graysconventPE or look for the

#GCHSsport tag!

Tuesday 26 June for 8:25am.



http://www.graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk/
http://www.graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk/

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AT GRAYS CONVENT

At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding [B8t)s Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells ar
Mrs Bishop. Students can contact any of our @adeding Team during the school day

i Worried about a child? )
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.
9 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM1 DS,
652802

1 Emergency Duty Team (for out of houdd375 372468
1 Police Child Abuse Investigation Te@dR77 2668220r call 999 if you are concerned a @t needs immediatg
protection.
M Childline0800 11 1ivww.childline.org.uk
Q NSPCQ0808 800 5000vww.nspcc.org.ukwww.facebook.om/nspcc )

Mrs Collis

Lb¢9Owbo¢ {! C9¢,

’ Internationa

L Chiidnctl

Information and advice

for parents
and carers

There are real advantages in maintaining an open dialogue with your child about their internet use.
Mot sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help.

S Think about
how you each use
the internat, What
more could you do
to use the internat
together? Are there

1 Ask your 2 Askthem about il 3 Ask them if they il 4 Encourage them
children to tell you how they stay safe know where to go 1o help someonel
Perhaps they can
show you how to do
something better
online or they might
doing online. they learn them? settings and how have a friend who

What is OK and to report or block would benefit from

not OK to share? on the services their help and

they use. support.

about the sites online. What tips for help, where to
they like to visit and [l do they have for find the safety

what they enjoy you, and where did advice, privacy

activities that you

could enjoy as a
family?

Find out more ways of starting a conversation about online safety at www.childnet.com/have-a-conversation

Mr Burr


http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc

SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS

The CILIP Carnegie
& Kate Greenaway
Children's Book
Awards

On Wednesday 1June a group of 14 girls taken fro
Years 7 & 8 took part in th€arnegie/Kate Greenawa
shadowing scheme at the Thameside Theatre.

Eight shortlisted books are announced in April each
and have to be read in time for a lively debate/discuss
with other local secondary schools to decide which bg
their groupwould like to win.

Each of the groups had the opportunity to present th
chosen book on stage and say why it met the criteria 4
should be the winning bookAs always our girls take pa
with such enthusiasm and are a credit to the school.

¢ KA & s @atheghewinneri§ 2 KSNBE G KS
Geraldine McCaughrean.

by

The Kate Greenaway Medal is awarded to the b

VIOLET STRIKES GOLD!

Huge congratulations to the Violet Neville 7M who has
I SI R

obtained herD 2 f R ¢S OKSNRa !

achievement points:

Many congratulations!
Mrs Bishop

ATTENDANCE ISSUES

It is sometimes very difficult to understand messages left or
the Absence Line. Could we please ask tHagmwyouleave
a message orthe Absence ibe you speak clearly leaving
the following important information:

1 Pupils Name

T Year

1 Reason for not attending school

Also, we have been seeing a number of girls taking a whol
day off to attenda medical apointment in school time.
Depending upon when her appointment time is, your
daughter should gher attend in the morning and leave for
the appointment or come ito school following her
appointment Whilst gecial circumstances may warrant
the day offi.e. appointment Londorthe whole day will not
cQf authorised for local appointments

on Mrs C Smith
A PLEA FROM FINANCE OFFICE

bir

ANAll trip money must be in a SEALED ENVELOPE, as lots
"tmoney is coming through the letter box loose and falling
out. Al®, please DO NOT USE THE ACTUAL RETL
RECEIPT SLIP STAPLED UP AND MADE INTO AN ENV
2 NInbhieQid| R #6d freezer bag! Envelopes must have
pupils name, and which trip it is, and a separate envelope

for EACH trip please!
est

illustrated book. ¢ KA & &SIFINEQ éAYyYyAy3a Affd {@RySe@
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The Amnesty Honas Awards wenttat ¢ KS | I 4§ & 2dz ‘%% j S
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All the shortlisted and winning books can be found in the v\,vi‘: .

school library!

Mrs Maloney

Finance Department
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On Monday 18 June 100 pupils from Yeaf and 8
SELISNASYOSR | @2y RSNz
at the Thameside Theatre.
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The performance was by the English Tourlng Oq
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Expedition 100 years ago, which set out to cross

Antarctic continent for the first time but failed when th
ship got crushed in the ice floes.
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‘ The opera followed the crew

on their journey and then

through 18 months of

their incredible rescue.

Many students enjoyed thig
performance and said tha
they found it very intriguing
and interesting they
especially liked theuse of
puppets and materials.

3
| really enjoyed the part when they were on the journey
Elephant Island anthey used a model boat with silky fabr

to represent the sea.
Zion Ballou- Arts Council Year 8

VOLUNTEERING THIS SUMMER

Thurrock Library is advertising for teenage volunteers
the Summer Holidays 2018. Click the link below for m
details:

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/news/whatson-at-your-
library/apply-now-for-summervolunteeringopportunities
with-libraries

hardship and danger unti

JACK PETCHEY WINNRARRIL 2018
Congrat lations
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Inspire » Motivate ¢ Achieve

Award winner for
April 2018

Oluwayisayo Sarah Alabe(lElF). Sarah was nominated for
the award as follows:

OSarah is the kindest and most
caring personshe is also Form
Captain and House Captain for
Esther house. This proves that
she has good teareading
skills. Sarah is a most
thoughtful and approachable
person. She has completed her
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh and is
working towards her Silver. Sarah
L F @SR &/ dzNIiAag A
epioduction of Sister Act, organised the 24 hour fast anc
(ra@isRdover £5500. SeysS aréfect dnd ped nendriagdyh:
thechievedperfect attendance 0100% oveherwhole5 years
e at Grays ConventShe thoroughly desess this awardt
Mrs Barrett

MATHS QUESTION OF THE WEE

The following Maths Question of the Week is for Year 7s tc
b O02YLIX SGS FYyR @2dzNJ LINAT S F21
[
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2 achievement points!

A frog is at the bottom
of a 30 metre deep well.
Each hour he manages to
climb 3 metres but slips
back 2 metres. How many

hours does it take him to
get out of the well?

MATH
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Mr Amenze
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH BRONZE 2018

On Saturday 1Band 17" June the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 2018 participants took part in their Qualifying Expeditiol
the Southend area. The 6 groups went through that weekend all were succes
passed by theccessors. The girls hard work has paid off by participating in the trai
lessons since January through learning how to cook and pack their rucksac
participants have not only completed and participat
in the qualifying expedition however also Ve
attended the training walk and the practice expeditio
A variety of skills were learned which will help her in her future life such as navigating
g  the checkpoints and working as a team leader.
The Grays Convent staff are happy that yoRll
daughter paticipated and passed the
expedition and they look forward to
celebrating the success with your daughter
her awards evening. The DofE-@dinator
would like to take the opportunity to thank al
the parents for their support this far and in the future.

The opportunity is open to anyone from Year 9 to Year 11 in September 20 #8%8
take part in Duke of Edinburgh Bronze.
PriyaKaur Dhillon- DofE Prefect
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GL (K2NRdzAKte Syecz2eSR (GKS 5dz1 S 2 Fweskénd.yltavdsNyid to see §ojmany gins
getting stuck into the challenge and | hope they felt a real sense of achievement when they finished on Sunday, Th
Mr Collis and | walked with on Sunday were impressive, calm, showed expert mapnskglgpported each other in a way
that made me proud.

L (K2dzAKG GKSNB YAIKG 6S az2yY$8S O2YLX FAyida 2y {dzyRIF& o
slight detour had taken place. It was also lovely to see so many pupils hatgisgigporting in different ways along with
members of staff it was a real team effort.

Special thanks to Miss Coughlan who runs a tight ship on these occasions and for giving our girls this amazing oppol
also to all our girls who were a credit tioetir families.

My step count on my Fitbit has never been higher with 20,000 steps walked each day! Thanks everyone we had :
GAYSdE

Mrs Collis
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2018 GCSE Examinations

é}Exam Boards AN ﬂ 16705
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CBAC

e
1| 11 Fabulous, Trained
Invigilators

61 Rulers Requested

Special Consideration

LZ() caleutators

/) Requested

Applications (To Date)

"_
f ﬁ 8 6 written exam papers sat in
." 7
> £xtra Sheets 2 4 days by
133 Exam Script Parcels of Paper

Requested

9 6 Candidates totalling

2 04 1 individual papers sat.
= [ 1 ExtraTime

ed ﬁ ",\
- Students g

Sent via ParcelForce

111 hours 45 minutes o
examinations sat W
(excluding extra time N



FAREWELL TO OUR WONDERFULW EAR{
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diversity. The&5ospel Reading was the Vine and the bran
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ches. We wish our Leavers every blessing for the future. W

that they will remain rooted in Christ the true vine and take the gift of love and unity into the world, following clotedy in

footsteps of Jesusur Good Shepherd.

God bless you and all our Leavers, who will always be part of our school family,

Miss Carson
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- Bendable portable keyboards for use wi
7 d | A
/ e computers and other electronic device
are already on the market, but they hay
\ i) limited flexibility, and they're fairly sizabl

when rolled up for transport. Now
researchers have crafted an inexpensive keyboard idhao

tough, flexible and thin that it can be crumpled up a q

tucked in a pocket without damaging i he study appeary
in the journalACS Applied Materials & Interfaces

Existing keyboards incorporate either rigid push buttg
inserted in a roll able sheet or a tactile sensor ar
patterned on a multlayered soft sheet. These devices
require complicated fabrication processes, and becausé
their brittle components, canonly withstand a slight
amount of bending or rollingBut Keemin Sohn, Ji Sik Ki
KeeSun Sohn and colleagues wanted to develop a keyb
that could withstand the rigors of everyday life, includi

thThe team basedhe device on a sensor sheet they had
Spreviously developed. Here, they used a sheet of soft
9027t SEn arftAd2yS NH2oO6SN §
P nanotubes that respond to the push of a finger by changing
electrical resistance.To guide users whereotpress, the
researchers drew squares on the surface of the sheet tc
? epresent keys for each letter, number or other character.
' They used an artificial neural network to teach the
keyboard to identify the intended letter or character based
nen the locationand pressure of pushes and associated
aghanges in resistance on the keyboard. They state that
their simple keyboard worked perfectly and outperformed
> afl existing portable keypads in terms of functionality,
flexibility, disposability and cost.In fact, each keyboard
mwould cost only $1, cheap enough that it could be tossec
pawdt and replaced if it stopped working.

ng Mrs Sajid

complete folding and harsh crumpling.



