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HPA 
What does it take? 
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Tips from all subjects to help ensure success 
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AT HEATHFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL WE AIM TO HAVE 
HIGH EXPECTATIONS OF ALL STUDENTS ALL OF THE TIME, 
BY ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING THE LEARNING OF ALL 
STUDENTS. THE BEST PRACTICE FOR HIGH PRIOR ATTAIN-
ING STUDENTS (HPA) IS THE BEST PRACTICE FOR ALL STU-
DENTS. THE BEST PROVISION FOR HPA STUDENTS IS ONE 
THAT CHALLENGES THEM AND EXTENDS THEIR 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND THINKING, PROVIDING AN ENVI-
RONMENT IN WHICH ALL STUDENTS ARE ENABLED TO THINK 
DEEPLY AND ENGAGE WITH HEALTHY STRUGGLE. THIS IN 
TURN PROVIDES A STIMULATING LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
AND WHEN STRUCTURED TO THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL WILL 
IMPACT ON STANDARDS OVERALL. 

At Heathfield Community School we believe that students 
with particular abilities and talents must be recognised 
and supported to be stretched. Offering opportunities for 
students to shine and develop a passion for learning in all 
areas. Through our High Prior Attaining policy we aim to 
achieve a whole school ethos where achieving at a high 
level is an expectation, by implementing effective identifi-
cation and monitoring of the High Prior Attaining students 
on the basis of their academic abilities and potential. 

All students at Heathfield are offered opportunities to 
ôTake it Furtherõ both in and outside of lessons. This may 
take many forms, including higher level questioning, addi-
tional activities or an alternative approach. It is a hope 
that High Attainers will actively engage in such opportuni-
ties and take responsibility for extending their learning. 

 

 

HIGH PRIOR ATTAINERS: WHAT CAN A PARENT 
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TIPS FROM ALL SUBJECTS TO HELP ENSURE SUCCESS 

 

SUBJECT     PAGE NO 

ENGLISH      4 

MATHS      6 

SCIENCE      8 

ART       10 

DT       12 

MUSIC       14 

PERFORMING ARTS     16 

GEOGRAPHY      18 

HISTORY      20 

RPE       22 

MFL       24 

Aspire Challenge Programme   26 
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What does excellent/outstanding work look like in English?  

All writing seeks to change the way a reader thinks and feels. Excel-
lent work in English is successful in this, and it also has a definite 
voice so that when we read your work we get a sense of who you are 
and how you think and feel, and come towards your way of thinking.  

In academic pieces ð like essays ð the voice should be both persuasive 
and objective. This is a sophisticated style of writing that you will 
develop through your time in school. While you will need to have a 
solid knowledge base to build on, the difference between good and 
outstanding is often more about how you say it than what you say. 

For writing tasks, we would expect you to develop your own distinc-
tive and sophisticated voice, although this will change according to 
the purpose and audience of what you write. Being creative is essen-
tial but this is always balanced with a sense of control. You will adapt 
and vary every part of your writing, from word choice and sentence 
structure, all the way to the overall structure of a text.   

Stretch and challenge inside the classroom: 

Reading time is used to encourage you to stretch yourself with more 
challenging texts. You are expected to challenge yourself with your 
reading, but that does not mean that you are alone in this: one of the 
joys of reading widely is talking about it, so take the opportunity to 
speak to other students, teachers and the librarian to explore inter-
esting books that will take you to new places. Your teachers will also 
have suggestions for reading around the subjects and topics that you 
are studying, and these can give you a fuller picture of literature and 
ideas at a particular time and place.  

All units of work at both KS3 and KS4 offer opportunities for sophisti-
cated extended responses, some creative, some analytical. English is 
not a subject that one finishes (no one can read all the books!), so we 
need to work on expressing ourselves in ways that other students may 
find hard. That might be structuring an essay in a way that builds an 
argument forcefully, or building a story in an original way to affect a 
reader unexpectedly.  

 

 

ENGLISH 
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Your teachers are expert questioners, and will be asking you to think 
hard. They may do this in whole class discussions, or they be doing 
this in small groups or even in one to one discussions in an informal 
way. Itõs important that you rise to this challenge: donõt feel that be-
cause itõs hard to explain something that everything is suddenly going 
wrong ð itõs because itõs hard to explain that it is interesting. 

Stretch and challenge outside the classroom: 

The English department will always bring as many professional writers 
and performers into the school as we can find and afford. We also run 
a number of theatre trips to performances that might be useful for all 
of our students.  

There is a writerõs club that provides opportunities for you to experi-
ment with writing. They currently have a blog that celebrates their 
work, and regularly enter competitions. We also have a number of in-
house competitions and annual events that we would expect you to 
participate in, such as poetry speaking, public speaking and celebrat-
ing world book day. You could also become involved in the library, as 
a helper in lower school or a prefect in KS4, and you can also volun-
teer as a reading buddy in year 11. 

What can parents do? 

Arguably the most important influence on educational outcomes for 
any child is reading. This is statistically more important to child devel-
opment than things like parental income and level of education. The 
educational research suggests that it doesnõt matter where you come 
from, if you read widely you will do well in school and beyond.  

Other factors that influence outcomes in English relate to what we 
call cultural capital. Essentially, wider knowledge of literature will 
help your child to see connections between texts and ideas that come 
up in class. You can develop cultural capital by promoting reading, 
but going to the theatre, visiting art galleries and reading ôqualityõ 
newspapers will also help with this.  



6 

 

MATHS 

What does excellent/outstanding work look like in Maths? 

Each student has a Progress Sheet informing them of the topics being 
covered in each term. Students take these home, so parents can view 
these too. Notes are made on each topic in the blue exercise books. 
Classwork and homework is completed in an orange exercise book. 

All students are encouraged to think, and problem solve every lesson. 

Below is an example of an excellent piece of work: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom: 

In Maths students are set from the autumn term of year 7. Top sets 
are almost entirely made up of HPA students. This makes it easy for us 
to stretch as we push the whole group. By the end of year 11 all top 
set are looking to achieve the grades 7, 8 or 9. During lessons students 
are challenged to think and discover the Maths for themselves. Ques-
tions set are problems and thought provoking. The topics they are 
tackling are high level Maths. Homework tasks are more demanding 
and stretch even the most able. Extension work is always available. 

On the next page is an example of this level work: 

 

 


