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 RAINHILLõS EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL WINS PRESTIGIOUS ARTS AWARD 
The Executive Pr incipal of Rainhill High School, John Pout, has been awarded the Arts Council 

England Award for Innovation and Leadership. The Award is in recognition of many visionary 

approaches that have made a huge impact on studentsõ enrichment and cultural welfare 

during his headship at both Rainhill High and his previous school, Westleigh High (1999 - 2004). 

 

The final  shortlist for  the  prestigious  award  consisted  of:  

 

John  Pout,  Rainhill Multi  Academy  Trust 

Karen  Fay, Fallibroome  Academy  

Stuart  Johnson,  Park Community  Academy  

Laura  Witham,  Pikes Lane  Primary School  

Naomi  Lord, Bolton  School  Boys' Division 

Mark  Featherstone -Witty,  The LIPA Learning  Group  

 

The Arts Council  highly  commended  Mr Poutõs visionary  leadership  and  innovative  

curriculum  for  arts and  culture.  Since his arrival  in 2004, Rainhill High School  and  Sixth 

Form Centre  have  benefited  from  the  forming  of  many  external  links and  the  

introduction  of  strategies  that  have  raised  the  arts and  cultural  awareness  of  Rainhill 

Students.   

 

Some of  Mr Poutõs many  innovative  approaches  are  listed  below  and  were  key  to  the  

Arts Councilõs decision  to  give  the  Executive  Princip al  the  prestigious  award:  

 

The Arts Academy  - Support s the  Sixth Formõs best  performing,  visual and  media  arts 

students  and  helps  them  gain  places  at  the  most  prestigious  and  highly  competitive  

Universities and  Conservatoires  in the  country.  Through  wor kshops, masterclasses,  

exhibitions  and  performances,  the  Arts Academy  gives  students  unique  experiences  

that  are  the  envy  of  other  Sixth Form Colleges.  

 

Rainhill  Experience  - Helps students  broaden  their  horizons with  a  wide  variety  of  

cultural  experiences  that  they  will be  able  to  draw  upo n after  their  time  at  Rainhill. 

Trips to  museums,  places  of  worship  and  theatres,  broaden  cultural  experience  and  

enrich  the  lives of  students  outside  of  the  classroom  and  help  to  build  towards  a  

certificate  of  participat ion  and  award.  

 

LIPA Associate  Academy  - Rainhill High School  is an  associate  academy  of  Paul 

McCartneyõs prestigious  ôLiverpool Institute  of  Performing  Artsõ and  offers  professional  

arts training  for  4-19 age  groups.  

 

Bacc  for the  Future and  Heads  for the  Arts - Mr Pout  has also worked  on  a  national  

level  to  try to  ensure  the  Arts were  not  marginalised  in the  curriculum  alongside  arts 

and  business leaders  as well  as university  experts  on  learning  and  as part  of  an  alliance  

of  influential  head  teachers  around  the  country.  

 

Mr Pout  was  presented  with  the  award  by  Victoria  Merriman  (Arts Council  England)  at  

the  North  West Cultural  Awards  on  30th May  2018. The awards  ceremony  was  held  at  

Preston Guildhal l and  showcased  the  best  and  brightest  in cultural  arts innovation,  

leadership  and  participation.    
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 SPORTS DAY 2018 
Before Sports Day 2018 even arrived , the scores through points accumulated in PE 

lessons meant the competition was tight. Only 30 points separated all four  houses in 

the  overall competition with R ocket just edging out Sans P areil in first place.  

The field events started with Y7 and the competition could  no t have got  off to a  

better start with both high jump records being broken as Ben Thompson  and Millie 

OõHanlon took gold in the Boys and Girls competition. As we continued through the 

day, in the soaring heat, the competition hotted up as well. Only 1cm separated gold 

and silver in the boys long jump with Harry Holness out jumping current recor d holder 

Owen Dagnall by the smallest of margins.  

The next day it was the Y8s turn to compete in the field events and the standard of 

participants this year did  not  drop. Again, a 1cm difference in the boys long jump  

gave Jack Barnes the gold over Lewis Mot tram and a long standing girls Javelin  

record was smashed by Megan Garford. Other exciting competitions include the girls 

800m race  as Katie Eddleston pipped Grace West to gold and the boys triple jump as 

Matthew Brownõs last jump of the day won him gold as he went just 2cm further than 

the eventual silver medallist Kieran Newman.  

As the Y9õs took their turn the scores across the 4 houses seemed to be getting closer. 

The Y9 competition made for compelling viewing as Gareth Still broke the boys Shot 

Putt re cord with a huge 10.49m and a mightily tight girls 1500m run saw Maisy Roberts 

and Milly Maddox cross the line at the same time to share the silver medal. The boys 

long jump was just as tight as Tom Prescott took gold by 1cm from Ewan Robertson  

and Sophie Griffiths helped herself to Triple jump and Long jump gold!  

The Y10 competition again provided drama and saw 3 long standing records be 

broken: Lewis Humphreys threw 10.74m in the boys Shot Putt, Max Lunt leaped 1.48m  

in the boys High Jump and Nathan Rawli nson threw a huge 32.98m in the discus; all 

earning gold for their house. The girls competition was fantastic with Ella Bennet -Jones 

winning 5 medals and Lily Tipton winning 4 medals, well done girls!  

As we went into Sports Day itself , we had already seen our best year for participation. 

The number of pupils coming to get medals in our morning ceremony was fantastic as 

we had over  140 different pupils win something ! 
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 Sports Day finally arrived and the tug of war started us off on the right track with  some 

fantastic competition but more so, some great shows of sportsmanship and plenty of 

smiling faces. Each house won their fair share of battles with Perseverance winning 2, 

Rocket winning 2, Sans Pereil winning 3 and Stephenson winning 1. This meant the  

scores going into the final afternoon were close with only 15 points separating the top  

2 houses.  

As we started the track events in the scorch ing heat, the performances did no t drop! 

Luka Sidebotham helped himself to the 100m and 200m Y8 boys records with  a  

couple of outstanding results as Joe Byrne picked up Y9 boys gold in the 100m, 200m 

and 400m to add to his golds in the 800m and 1500m he picked up in the week; a 

fantastic achievement. More records were broken as Lauren Sharples blew everyone 

away in t he Y9 girls 100m with an astonishing time of 13.27s and Maddie Smiles broke 

her own Y10 girls 200m record with 28.64s.  

Whilst it is really easy to celebrate the records and achievements, the participation  

and behaviour of our pupils was first class, a testament to the school and a true 

reflection on life here at Rainhill High School; resilience, enjoyment, togetherness and 

pride. From everyone in the PE department, thank you!  
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 INDUCTION DAYS ð MONDAY 16 th AND TUESDAY 17th JULY 
Pupils should arrive at school at 8: 40am on both days. They will finish at 3pm.  It is 

advised t hat parents and carers dro p their children off and pick them up at a 

convenient point close to the school at the beginning and end of the day as parents 

will not be allowed to d rive onto the school site.    

On day one, please ask your son/daughter to wait inside the school grounds outside 

the main school building where the Prefects will collect them and take them to the 

correct place.  

On the first day, the children should wear th eir primary school uniform .  We have a  no 

jewellery policy for the pupils, so please can you make sure that your child removes 

earrings and any other jewellery other than a wrist  watch before  arriving to school.  No 

make -up is allowed.  

On the second  day, the pupils should arrive in their primary school PE kit or plain  

t-shirt/shorts (no replica kits are allowed) and bring a tracksuit top/bottoms with them.    

Please also make sure that your child is equipped with a pen and pencil on both  

days . During  the two days, your child will sit a short reading assessment which will be 

conducted on computers.  

On the transition days, the children will be provided with a free school meal, which 

includes a drink and a biscuit, or they may bring a packed lunch. Duri ng break time, 

toast will be available, which will also be free of charge.  

 

Please note that fizzy drinks are not allowed on the school site . This means that any 

child who is found with a fizzy drink will have it taken from them.  The children can 

however bring w ater or still drinks with them.  

At the end of the school day, the children can use the school buses, if they wish. 

These depart at 3 :30pm.  The children must remain on the school site, in the dining  

room, until their bus arrives.  

 

 

TRANSITION EVENING - MONDAY 16 TH JULY 
TAKING PLACE IN THE SPORTS HALL 7PM-8PM 
The transition evening meeting is for parents only.   Please arrive anytime from 6 :30pm 

for a prompt 7pm start. We would encourage all parents to attend this important 

event.    

Following short presentations from key staff, including the Executive Principal, you will 

then have an opportunity to meet key staff, e.g. your childõs Form Tutor and Progress 

Leader, as well as find out more about daily life at Rainhill. It will also be an  

opportunity to  ask any questions you might have. Your childõs blazer, jumper and PE 

kit will be available for collection that night.  

 

Mrs Booth, Key Stage 3 Progress Leader.   
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 END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 
BLACKPOOL PLEASURE BEACH - WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY  
Pupils need to be in school for 7:45am so that they can be registered and then get on 

the coaches. The coaches will be leaving school at 8am sharp.  

Pupils need to make sure that they are wearing suitable clothing and footwear as  

they are outside for the majority of the day. It is advisable for them to bring a 

waterproof if the weather is not looking good and sun cream and a hat should it be 

sunny. Pupils can either bring a packed lunch or money to buy food from the Pleasure 

Beach but this can be expensive.  

The coaches will be back at school between 4:30pm and 5pm (depending on traffic). 

For those students who did not achieve the rewards criteria, they are expected in 

school as normal in full school uniform.  

 

LAST DAY OF TERM ð TUESDAY 24TH JULY  
Pupils must come to school in full school uniform . Periods 1 and 2 will run as normal  

and therefore pupils must bring the correct equipment needed for their lessons. House 

Assemblies will take place during Period 3. Pupils will then depart  from school from 

12:20pm.  

 

ADVANCE NOTICE ð LAST DAY OF TERM ð 24TH JULY EARLY FINISH 12:20PM 
MERSEYTRAVEL NOTICE FOR PARENTS 

Please note that if your child travels home at the end of the school day on the school 

bus, they  will need to make  alternative  arrangements  as the  buses will not  be  available 

to collect pupils at the earlier finish time of 12:20pm.  

 

òMerseytravel  wishes to remind schools that these services exist as part of a wider 

transport network and as such are timetabled to operate at the specified times within 

the timetable. It is therefore not appropriate to make adjustments for individual  

schools to accomm odate early finishes at the end of term. It is therefore important to 

remind schools that when there is an early finish, pupils will have to make alternative 

arrangements for travel, this should be communicated to parents by the school.    

 

Merseytravel wil l expect the services to operate to the planned schedule as part of  

the wider bus network.ó 
 

 

STUDENT ASSEMBLIES ð FEEDBACK ON STUDENT VOICE 
This week the students have had assemblies that have  

¶ Celebrated  this months  Achiever  of  the  Month  winners.  
¶ Heard  from  the  School  Council  on  their  work  and  plans  for  the  next  school  year.  

 

Year 7 and 8 students have also had their Rainhill Experience celebration assemblies  

this week . 

 
 

FINAL REPORTS 
Please note Y7 and Y 9 reports that were due to be sent home tomorrow will now be 

published on Friday 20 th July and sent home in the post. Reports can als o be viewed  

by visiting Moodle.  
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 ARTS WEEK 
During Arts Week , students will be exploring creative practice across Perf orming,  

Media and Visual Arts.  We will be sharing the  studentõs performance work during 

lunchtimes outside the Mike Doyle Arts Centre. We will also be performing the creative 

pieces as part of our "R in the Park" event.     

 

Summer Media Arts Festival timetable  

 

  

 

 

TUESDAY 17TH 

JULY 

THURSDAY 19TH 

JULY 

FRIDAY 20TH 

JULY 

MONDAY 23 rd 

JULY 

TUESDAY 24TH 

JULY 

 

9.05 ð 10.05  

 

DANCE 

Jazz dance 

workshop with 

Rainhill 6th Form 

graduate and 

Masters 

Performing Arts 

student  

 

Students will 

share the 

performance 

with school 

community in an 

outdoor 

performance.   

DANCE 

Contemporary 

dance workshop 

with Rainhill 6th 

Form graduate 

and LIPA 

graduate  

 

Students will 

share the 

performance with 

school 

community in an 

outdoor 

performance.   

MEDIA 

 Workshop 1/4  

Creating for a 

òDay in the Lifeó 

of a Rainhill 

student short.  

MEDIA 

Workshop 2/3  

Filming footage 

for òDay in the 

Lifeó short 

 

Editing the 

footage for the 

òDay in the Lifeó 

of a Rainhill 

student short.  

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Students to take 

pictures across 

RHS site as part of 

Rainhill Parish 

Community 

Photography 

competition  

 

10.05 ð 11.05 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Students to take 

pictures across 

RHS site as part of 

Rainhill Parish 

Community 

Photography 

competition.  

MEDIA 

Workshop 3/3  

Producing final 60 

second òDay in 

the Lifeó of a 

Rainhill student 

short. Top 3 Media  

 

11.20 ð 12.20 

MUSIC 

òWorkshop 1/3  

RHS Bandó 

Instrumental 

students will 

have a workshop 

to create the 

sound of RHS.  

MUSIC 

òWorkshop 2/3  

RHS Bandó 

Instrumental 

students will 

rehearse the 

sound of RHS 

DRAMA 

Arts Award 

Workshop  

Bronze Arts 

Award students 

and Youth Arts 

Leaders to 

complete 

workshop.  

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Students to take 

pictures across 

RHS site as part 

of Rainhill Parish 

Community 

Photography 

competition  

FASHION 

Students to create 

designs that could 

be painted onto 

the shutters of 

shop fronts in 

Rainhill Village or 

fabric for bunting  

to reflect  the 

community they 

live in.  

 

LUNCHTIME 

ACTIVITIES 

 

Dance  

Performance  

 

Dance  

Performance  

 

N/A  

 

Music        

Performance  

 

 

1.10 ð 2.10 

DRAMA 

Arts Award 

Workshop  

Bronze Arts 

Award students 

and Youth Arts 

Leaders to 

complete 

workshop.  

 

DRAMA 

Arts Award 

Workshop  

Bronze Arts 

Award students 

and Youth Arts 

Leaders to 

complete 

workshop.  

òR IN THE PARKó 

Open to Y7 - Y13 

 

FASHION & ART 

Students to 

create designs 

that could be 

painted onto the 

shutters of shop 

fronts in Rainhill 

Village or as 

fabric for 

bunting t o 

reflect the 

community they 

live in.  

 

 

2.10 ð 3.10 

 

MUSIC 

Workshop 3/3  

Students to 

record their 

finished piece of 

music.   
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