English Language
Teachers: Miss J Webb & Mrs E Zappala
Welcome to the English Language A-level course. This is a popular course at THS because it works
well with all other subject choices.
The bigger picture…
Why take English language as a subject at A-level?
 It is a gateway to higher education and offers a wide range of degree options. These include
English, English language, linguistics, forensic linguistics and creative writing. There are also a
number of related subjects such as English literature, law, journalism, media, speech and
language therapy, teaching, drama and history.
 There are a wide range of careers either directly related to English language, such as speech
and language therapist, teaching, editor, writer, or in areas such as publishing, journalism,
the media, advertising, marketing, public relations, arts administration, record offices,
libraries, national and local government and the civil service.
What can I expect as I progress from GCSE to A-level English?
The truth is, not a lot! English language at A-level is very different to English language at GCSE and
you must expect to learn a wide range of new concepts and skills. English language is more
scientific and will require a much more in-depth study of language and how it is used to
communicate meaning.
In particular, Year 1 will focus on:
Component 1: Language: the individual and society
 We will introduce methods of language analysis, exploring the concepts of audience,
purpose, genre, mode and representation.
 We will explore a range of texts about various subjects, in a variety of genres, for different
audiences and purposes, and from different times. We will consider how language is:
shaped according to audience, purpose, genre and mode; shaped according to context; used
to construct meaning and representations; used to enact relationships between producers
and audiences.
Component 2: Language: diversity and change
 We will explore language in its wider social, geographical and temporal contexts, as well as
how it has changed over time.
 We will study social attitudes to, and debates about, language diversity and change.
 We will write discursively and analytically about language issues.
As a young linguist, you can expect to…








develop a greater understanding of how language is linked to identity
recognise and appreciate linguistic variation
learn new and complex terminology
learn new skills
do a lot of research
work independently
be challenged

Task 1: introducing key terms and related concepts
These terms and areas will become the main tools in your linguistic analysis throughout the A-level
course. Start by making yourself familiar with them. Research a definition of each term or concept.

Language levels/frameworks
Lexis

Semantics

Grammar

Phonetics/Phonology

Pragmatics

Discourse

Graphology

Related linguistic concepts
Accent

Dialect

Idiolect

Mode
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Task 2: revising parts of speech
Make yourself a set of flashcards or mini posters to help revise the following basics of language:









nouns (proper, common – concrete, abstract & collective)
adjectives
verbs (main & auxiliary)
adverbs
pronouns
prepositions
conjunctions
determiners

Task 3: identifying parts of speech
Make a key, and try to highlight/identify different parts of speech in this extract:

From: ‘A Curse so Dark and Lonely’, by Brigid Kemmerer (2019 Bloomsbury)
English Language

Page 3

Task 4: opinions about language
What do you think Lucy Mangan’s viewpoint is about new words being added to the English
language?
What are your opinions on this matter? Are there any new words that you would not be able to
live without? Are there any new words that you find annoying/pointless?
Write out the terms covered in the article e.g. ‘benching’. For each one explore the connotations
of that word. Why has it been coined? What does it say about this particular aspect of online
dating?
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https://www.stylist.co.uk/people/lucy-mangan/breadcrumbing-ghosting-throning-millenialdating-terminology-creating-new-words/266572
Please bring all completed tasks to your first lesson in September
Miss Webb: j.webb@taverhamhigh.org
Mrs Zappala: e_zappala@taverhamhigh.org
(please note there is an underscore _ in Mrs Zappala’s email address)

English Language

Page 5

