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Back To The 80ôs Review 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shaky hands, trembling knees and a lump in your throat. Thatôs 
how rehearsals usually started. As time has flown past these six 
months and we have had to prepare for this epic musical, we have 
not only grown as a cast, we have become better actors and 
actresses but also people and friends. Through all the crazy  
make-up and hairspray we have managed to pull through. With 
shimmying and radical dancing we have spiced the 80ôs up to a 
new level! The funky hairstyles and colourful makeup glittered up 
the disco eraéWe rock out to the most popular and unforgettable 
tunes and with a hilarious script, characters and set. We have 
brought the 80ôs to 2016! 
  
By Beth Makariou, 11T1 and Anastasia Solovieva, 9Y2. 
 
Being a part of the school production this year was definitely an 
amazing decision. I was apprehensive at first as it was a big 
commitment with rehearsals from September to February, 
especially with me having my GCSEs this year, but it was 
extremely worth it in the end. With incredible acting, singing and 
dancing from students of all years, the show was incredible and 
showed everyone just what Teddington School is like. I have made 
so many new friends from every year who I had never previously 
spoken to and my confidence has been hugely boosted by being 
involved in something truly fantastic to the school. 
 
By Alice Griffiths, 11Y2. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday 12 February 
Staff Training Day 
School Closed To Students 
 

Saturday 13 February to 
Saturday 20 February 
Ski Trip to Val di Fiemme 
 

Monday 22 February 
Staff Training Day 
School Closed To Students 
 

Tuesday 23 February 
All Students Back In School 
08.40 
 

Wednesday 24 February 
Year 10 Individual Photos 
Year 11 Year and Tutor 
Photos 
 

Wednesday 24 February 
ñBack To The 80sò After Show 
Meal & Disco 
 

Thursday 25 February 
Year 7 Disco 

Follow us on Twitter  
@teddingtonschl 

 
Follow Teddington PTA 
@teddschPTA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ñBack To The 80sò has been a great opportunity to have fun and collaborate with people who also 
share a passion for music and drama. All of the rehearsals were fun and full of energy and enthusiasm; 
all the effort really paid off at the end because we put on a great show. Hats off to Mr Cragg and  
Miss Jenkinson and the many others that made this show unforgettable.  
 
By Sophie Roadnight, 11Y2.  
 
ñBack To The 80sò  was an experience I will remember forever. I have made so many friends from 
different year groups that I would never have expected to have made before. I was part of the harmony 
trio, so we all had to learn how to work together to make our voices blend and I really feel it helped me 
to listen to others and work as a group, which I feel will help me in later life too! As it slowly started to 
come together, we all felt a sense of responsibility to perform to the best as our ability as it taught us 
that when working as part of a team, if we started to fall down a bit, the rest of us would be harmed as 
well. So in my opinion, while being a really fun experience, it was also really beneficial in teaching us 
important life lessons. 
 
By Georgia Hennessy, 11T1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year Teddington School ós production really has been a whole school affair.  We really wanted a 

production that enabled all year groups to work together  whether they were used to performing and 

taking part or not. All music backing tracks have been made in house through a combined effort 

between students and staff from the Music team. The Design and Technology department has 

supported the show by making the stage set  and our keen team of Year 11 students have set about 

designing and painting it.  The Media team have worked on publicity; producing posters, taster clips 

and of course this wonderful programme.  Weôve had studentsô aid in directing performances as well as 

taking a lead role in running the lighting and sound.  

 

Finally some students have been involved in choreographing dance numbers while several others 
have stepped in to run hair and makeup behind the scenes. We hope you had a wonderful evening if 
you were able to see the show.  We sold out every performance of the run and the students really 
appreciated the support.  Thank you for supporting us in embracing the true meaning of a whole school 
production run by the students for the students. 
 

Please click below to watch a trailer from the Production. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vTsH3cYjmU&feature=youtu.be  
 
Will Cragg and Kelly Jenkinson 
Teacher of Music and Drama 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vTsH3cYjmU&feature=youtu.be


Parental Feedback 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all our families who visit the school during the term for such a wide range of 
reasons.  Last week, of course, we had hundreds of families joining us for the School 
Production.  Over the last few weeks we have had 4 parental consultation evenings, two Parentsô 
Forums, lots of family meetings and 1:1 sessions with teachers and other professionals.  We also have 
quite a few parents touring the school if they would like to apply for a place for their child or just see the 
school in action. 
 

We always get feedback after all these visits and it is really encouraging to hear all of you kind words 
and comments.  At the School Production I was great to speak personally to so many families about 
the enjoyment their children have had by being part of the production.  Following a parental tour it was 
lovely to hear from a parents, ñThank you for organising yesterday. We thought the school was 
fantastic and a place we would want to be, let alone our sonò 
 

Gathered below are a few quotations from the Parentsô Evening surveys and other parental surveys 
and they are packed full of great comments about the work the school does. They are helpful to us in 
knowing how well we are progressing to meet our school vision to ensure all of our students and staff 
achieve the best they can in an environment of care and challenge.   
 

Thank you for supporting your school and I will look forward to seeing you at future events.  One 
forthcoming event of particular note is the Y9 Options Evening.  This event will be organised differently 
this year so I can speak to families directly about national changes to GCSEs and equivalents and how 
we are structuring the curriculum at Teddington School in line with our vision of ensuring all students 
have the best and most appropriate curriculum offer we can develop to meet their needs.  Also families 
will have a good opportunity to see subject staff to ask specific questions about courses and 
assessment in separate classrooms to give everyone plenty of room to move and speak.  
 

Many thanks 
 

John Wilkinson 
Headteacher 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Pastoral Care.. 
 

ñMy child is happy and enjoys their time here.ò Year 7 Parent 
ñI cannot imagine a better school.ò  Year 7 Parent 
ñMy child returns home inspired and enthusiastic.ò Year 7 Parent 
ñA well rounded child who has enjoyed Teddington.ò Year 11 Parent 
ñMy child is very happy here.ò Year 11 Parent 

 

On Teaching and Learningé 
 

ñGood encouragement from teachers.ò Year 7 Parent 
ñTeachers are well led.ò Year 7 Parent 
ñWe are impressed by quality of teaching.ò Year 7 Parent 
 ñGood positive atmosphere - good quality teaching.ò  Year 7 Parent 
ñTeachers are encouraging and supportive.ò Year 7 Parent 
ñVery happy with teaching standards.ò Year 7 Parent 

 

On the Schoolôs Vision to enable every child to achieve their besté 
 

ñEveryone is trying to achieve the best for each individual student! Well done.ò Year 11 
Parent  
ñGreat to see what work my son has done so far. Great feedback and advice for key revision 
techniques.ò Year 11 Parent  
ñThank you for giving a good amount of time to talk about progress in every subject. Very 
enthusiastic staff in all subjects, very impressed.ò  Year 11 Parent  
ñGreat teachers. Happy students.ò Year 11 Parent 
ñAll teachers are very well informed.ò Year 11 Parent  

 

On school organisationé 
 

ñBetter communication than my previous experience.ò Year 10 Parent 
ñParentsô event ran smoothly, with helpful feedback.ò Year 10 Parent 
ñVery enthusiastic teachers. Appreciate SEN support for parents - coffee afternoon.ò Year 10 
Parent 
ñParentsô evening was well organised and all teachers knew my child well.ò Year 11 Parent 

 
 
 



 

PTA and Parentsô Forum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next Parentsô Forum will take place on Tuesday 8 March. The forum will start at 7.00 pm in rooms 
105/106. The focus for this will be a review of the points raised so far this year through the forum and 
the schoolôs response to them. If you would like to attend, please could you email: 
info@teddingtonschool.org with Parentsô Forum in the subject line. 
 
Following this, you are invited to attend the Teddington School Parent Teachers Associationôs Annual 
General Meeting. The meeting will take place at 8.00 pm in rooms 105/106 after the Parentsô Forum. 
We will present last yearôs report, the accounts, and we are making some changes to our constitution 
that require a vote.  We also invite anyone who is interested to stand for the offices of Chair, Secretary 
and Treasurer. Please come along - it will take no more than 15 minutes, and wine will be served! 
 
If you would like contact anyone on the PTA please email pta@teddingtonschool.org 

 

 

Science Extra Curricular Provision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your child is struggling in any aspects of Science and would like a little more 1:1 tuition or support, 
please do not hesitate to get them to come along to any of the following sessions that are being offered 
by teachers within the Science department. Please make sure that the students arrive promptly and 
ready to learn with any questions that they might have. They can also ask their Science teacher if they 
are experiencing any problems as we are always willing to help. 
  
Ailsa Harris 
Curriculum Leader for Science 
 
 

mailto:info@teddingtonschool.org
mailto:info@teddingtonschool.org


 Day Time Offered By In 

Monday 7.15 - 8.30 Drop in surgery, any queries, support with 
any area of Science for KS4 and KS5  
students. KS5 Physics and Chemistry  
only. 

Mr Barker Lab 1 

Monday 15.30 - 16.30 Chemistry GCSE revision for YEAR 10 
Core Science: exam practice and exam 
hints 

Mr Oh Lab 3 

Tuesday 7.15 - 8.30 Drop in surgery, any queries, support with 
any area of Science for KS4 and KS5  
students. KS5 Physics and Chemistry  
only. 

Mr Barker Lab 1 

Tuesday 8.00 - 8.35 Route to A* Biology for Biology GCSE Ms Banda Lab 1 

Tuesday 15.15 - 16.30 STEM club (invitation only) Ms Banda 
Ms Scott 
A level students 

Lab 2 

Tuesday 15.15 - 16.30 Physics Triple GCSE revision Mr Evans Lab 3 

Tuesday Lunchtime Chemistry GCSE revision Ms Sangar 113 

Wednesday 7.15 - 8.30 Drop in surgery, any queries, support with 
any area of Science for KS4 and KS5  
students. KS5 Physics and Chemistry  
only. 

Mr Barker Lab 1 

Wednesday 8.00 - 8.35 Route to A* Biology for Biology GCSE Ms Banda Lab 1 

Wednesday 15.30 - 16.30 KS3 Drop in session for any queries that 
arise in lessons. 

Mr Josypenko 111 

Thursday 7.15 - 8.30 Drop in surgery, any queries, support with 
any area of Science for KS4 and KS5  
students. KS5 Physics and Chemistry  
only. 

Mr Barker Lab 1 

Thursday 15.30 - 16.30 Chemistry GCSE revision for triple award 
students 

Ms Dawe Lab 3 

Thursday 15.30 - 16.30 Physics GCSE revision for triple award 
students 

Mr Evans Lab 1 

Wednesday 8.00 - 8.35 Route to A* Biology for Biology GCSE Ms Banda Lab 1 

Wednesday 15.30 - 16.30 Foundation Science for Additional  
Science students: all areas of Science  
Biology, Chemistry and Physics, drop in 
sessions 

Mr Josypenko Lab 2 

Friday 7.15 - 8.30 Drop in surgery, any queries, support with 
any area of Science for KS4 and KS5  
students. KS5 Physics and Chemistry  
only. 

Mr Barker Lab 1 

Friday Lunchtime KS5 Physics Mr Walker S13 

Friday 15.30 - 16.30 Chemistry GCSE revision for Additional 
Science: exam practice and exam hints 

Mr Oh Lab 3 

Friday 15.30 - 16.30 STEM club (invitation only) Ms Banda 
Ms Scott 
A level students 

Lab 2 

Friday 15.00 - 17.00 KS5 Physics (mainly yr12) Mr Evans S13 



 

Unifrog 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Teddington School Sixth Form has invested in and is working in partnership with Unifrog to 
support students in their Post-18 pathways. It helps students find out university degree courses across 
the country and helps with their UCAS statement writing; in addition it also supports students who are 
thinking about alternative pathways like apprenticeships in a wider range of industries. Each student is 
given their own unique log in so they can access the resource in school and at home. 
 
Unifrog: 
 
¶ Helps students find the right University course or live Apprenticeship vacancy quickly 
¶ Saves teachers' time tracking studentsô progress 
¶ Uses Labour Market Information to make informed choices 
¶ Compares courses and vacancies by lots of different factors including distance from home, social 
life and salary 

¶ Helps teachers meet their statutory duty to provide independent and impartial careers information 
 
Nicky Meston 
Head of Sixth Form 
 

Teddington University Applications 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first year of university applications has been a successful one so far. Students and tutor have been 
working on their statement for the autumn and all their hard work has paid off. On the February update 
from UCAS we have been informed that 98% of our students have had an offer so far from 2 more of 
their 5 university options. A varied amount of degree courses have been applied for however the most 
popular choices have been Maths, Business, Sociology, English Literature, Film and Psychology / 
Criminology. 54% of our university cohort have had 1 or more offers from Russell Group universities.  
 
Annabel Van Der Kooy, 13LM,  has been offered a place at Cambridge to study Material Science and  
Ashley Allen,  13 LR, has had an offer from Oxford to study Maths. 
 
Nicky Meston 
Head of Sixth Form 



The Royal Society of Biology Teacher Of The Year Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are very pleased to announce that Ms Thandiwe Banda is one of just four teachers to have been 
shortlisted for The Royal Society of Biology Teacher of the Year award. Her nomination by Teddington 
School was one of over two hundred to be submitted this year. In nominating her, the school had to 
cite and provide evidence of her ability to enthuse students and colleagues alike with a passion for 
biology, as well as ensuring excellent outcomes for the students in her care. 
 
The process is not yet over for her. The judges will be visiting Teddington School to see her in action 
with students, as well as interviewing other colleagues from her team and members of the Senior 
Leadership Team. 
 
We are thrilled that she has been shortlisted and very proud to have her as a member of staff at 
Teddington School. More details of the award and previous winners can be found on The Royal 
Society of Biology. 
 
Rebecca Poole 
Deputy Headteacher 

 
 

Richmond Borough League 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teddington Schoolôs Year 9 netballers celebrating winning the Richmond Borough League! Fantastic 
achievement girls, well done! 


