Friday 8 March

Update – School Funding Issues

Upcoming Events

I wanted to contact you to provide an update on current issues
relating to school funding.

Monday 11 March
Non Uniform Day in aid of Refuge
Minimum £1 donation please

Sadly, I have to confirm that despite intense lobbying of the
Government and Department for Education, matters remain
extremely challenging. In short, schools are still not being
provided with adequate funding and resource to deliver the level of
provision and support that is expected and that our families and
children deserve.

Thursday 14 March
Pi Day
SEN Coffee Afternoon

Current Concerns

Since 2010 school budgets have been reduced in real terms
by 8% and by 20% at post-16

Class sizes are rising and the curricular offer is being
restricted

Increasingly, schools are being asked to support with
children’s emotional health and wellbeing. Frequently, we
do not have adequate resource to meet a growing need.

Often, the most vulnerable students in our schools – those
from disadvantaged backgrounds or those with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) – are bearing the
brunt of cuts and schools are struggling to provide the levels
of support that they are entitled to.

Thursday 4 April
Year 10 Subject Consultation
Evening

Friday 22 March
Year 13 Berlin Residential

Wednesday 24 April
Year 7 Subject Consultation
Evening

These issues are not simply affecting a few schools. They are
common features across our education system up and down the
country. Levels of concern are so widespread amongst
headteachers that we are all working together with a united voice.
As such, we have written to the Secretary of State for Education
on three separate occasions since September 2018. We are
dismayed that he has chosen to ignore our communications and
repeated requests to meet. On 13 December 2018, we were
informed by a junior civil servant that ―I am afraid that, on this
occasion, the Secretary of State and the Minister of State
must decline your offer to meet. I hope you will understand
that their time is heavily pressurised and their diaries need to
be prioritised according to ministerial, Parliamentary and
constituency business.‖
Given the seriousness of the current school funding crisis and the
impact upon schools, children and families, head teacher
colleagues and I, believe that this approach is entirely ill-judged.

Follow us
@teddingtonschl
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Update – School Funding Issues
On 14 January 2019, we wrote again to the Secretary of State for Education asking that he reconsider
meeting with representative head teachers. Six weeks later, this request was declined once more:
“As I’m sure you will appreciate, both their diaries are very full and they are unable to accept
your kind offer at this time.” Thousands of head teachers simply do not understand what issues
could be seen as more important than the ones we are raising on behalf of schools, children and
families.
In September 2018, over 2000 headteachers campaigned at Westminster in order to underline the
seriousness of the current situation. This action was unprecedented.
The ‘Worth Less?’ campaign group now comprises 64 Local Authorities and Boroughs, covering
thousands of schools and millions of families. This gives a clear indication of the levels of concern felt
by reasonable and moderate head teachers in England.
We continue to recognise that there is not a ‘bottomless pit’ of money and also acknowledge that many
local MPs from across the political spectrum are taking a supportive approach. We must make clear,
however, that the current response from the Department for Education is inadequate.
Why we need to meet
Head teachers want to contribute constructively to overcome current funding issues.
Head teachers want to reflect the serious concerns expressed by families regarding inadequate
levels or resource and provision especially for our most vulnerable students.
Head teachers want to ensure that schools receive a much better deal when future Government
spending plans – the Comprehensive Spending Review - are drawn up over the next few
months.
Head teachers want to indicate serious and rising concerns relating to the wider pastoral and social
care that schools are expected, by default, to provide against a background of severe cuts to
Local Authority provision.
Head teacher colleagues and I, feel fortunate that we have been so strongly supported by parents and
carers as we campaign for a much improved level of funding for our schools and pupils. We urge you
to continue to make representations to your local MP and to the Department for Education and wider
Government to ensure that matters improve.
We will continue to inform you of the facts and to campaign vigorously over coming weeks and months.
A positive starting point should come from the Secretary of State for Education in the form of an urgent
meeting.
Yours sincerely

K Pacey
Headteacher

School Awards
Congratulations to Millie Smith 7GS for receiving the largest number of reward points in the last week
of last half term! Well done. I have seen some really lovely work this week for the Headteacher’s
Award. Students nominated this week are
Year 9: Carmela Baratta 9FA
Year 8: Maja Cloke 8LT, Yana Chilcote 8CH, Julia Pretykowski 8LT
Year 7: Dillon Warr 7NF, Benedict Dempsey 7NK
I want to draw your attention to the wonderful work that the parent volunteers have been doing in our
library. The library is a place for quiet work and reflection - and an opportunity to read. These
volunteers have transformed the space back into a working environment for students that wish to use it
in this capacity. Without our daily volunteers we would not be able to use the library at all.
Please remember that we have an out of sight policy for mobile phones at school. These are not to be
seen or used in the building or outside in the playground. Some students ring their parents while in
school to give them a message - even during lessons when they should be focusing on learning.
Please discuss this with your child and remind them that they must go to Student Services to contact
home during the school day.
Is anyone in your family currently in their second year of university and looking for a paid internship?
Paid Education Internships for second year undergraduates are available with the Richmond Teaching
School Alliance (of which Teddington School is part of). RTCP with OPTA has secured funding to run
a paid internship for second year undergraduates in summer 2019. The vast majority of the grant is to
pay the interns. It will pay for 16 places. For further information, please contact
rtsa@waldegrave.org.uk.
Kathy Pacey
Headteacher

I started teaching at Teddington School in September 2018, as Head of History. I have been studying
history since developing a strong interest at the age of 12 years old. I studied history at Winchester
University as both an Undergraduate and at Master’s level. I love all periods and themes of history but
specialise in the Early Modern period including the Reformation and French Revolution, but love the
modern periods like the Cold War just as much. I love history because of all the stories some of which
are unbelievable but are true and how history is so relevant to everything that’s happening in the world
around us. I have always wanted to be a teacher, so I feel so lucky that everyday I get to do what I
enjoy. I love teaching at Teddington because everyone is so supportive and friendly and the school has
a great atmosphere. I really look forward to counting off a lot of years here as Head of History.
Mrs E. Giles MA, Head of History

This week in School

Johanna, Lydia and Jess from Year 8 organised an impromptu girls vs. boys football match at
lunchtime on Tuesday as part of our International Women’s Day celebrations. It was positive to see
community cohesion linked to a topic from their assembly!

31 students from years 7 to 13 competed in the TCS Oxford Computing Challenge this week.
The TCS Oxford Computing Challenge is an invitation event which aims to encourage students who have
achieved a top 10% score in the UK Bebras Challenge to develop their skills further and produce
programmed solutions to computational thinking problems. These events are held online, in schools and are
supervised by teachers, in this case Mr Upstone. The participants' solutions are auto-marked and the top 20
students in each age group will progress to a second round

Lost your lunch card? Next week at Teddington School will have a lunch card amnesty. Replacements
cards will be available for just £1 Monday - Friday only! Students should bring the correct money to
Student Services at morning break.

News from the Sixth Form
Seven students departed for New York on Wednesday to attend the United Nations Conference.
Ella Oakley, Joseph Imber, Alicia Tabor, Max Saunders, Holly Armstrong, Tom Greenwood and Sam
Burke have been taking part in the UN conference regarding water use globally. When they return they
will be organising their own conference for Year 10 and 11 students to take part in.
They stayed in the heart of New York, near Madison Square Gardens. After attending the conference
for two days with students from schools from all around the world including Bermuda, Madrid, and
Shanghai, the students had the opportunity to explore the city including MOMA, the Rockefeller Centre
and Central Park.
The students were accompanied by both Ms Metcalfe and Ms Thomas. You can follow the group on
Instagram Teddington 6F.

Sporting News
You can find all sporting information, including details on Training, Fixtures and Results on our
dedicated website www.teddingtonschoolsports.org

Teddington School PE Fixtures
Monday
11 March

Tuesday
12 March

There are no
Football
fixtures taking place Boys U12
today
v Richmond park
Academy
Home

Netball

Girls U12A
Girls U13A
v Turing House
Home

Wednesday
13 March

Netball

Girls U13A
v Richmond park
Academy
Home

Thursday
14 March

Football

Boys U14
v Richmond park
Academy

Friday
15 March

Basketball

Girls U13A
v George Abbott
Neutral

Term Dates 2018-2019
Autumn Term 2018

Monday 3 September—Friday 21 December

Non Uniform Day

Monday 11 March

Math Pi Day

Thursday 14 March

Year 9 Options Deadline

Friday 15 March

Year 5 & 6 Tour

Friday 15 March

SEN Coffee Afternoon

Thursday 14 March

Year 5 & 6 Tour

Friday 18 March

Year 13 Berlin Residential

Friday 22 March

House Drama Dress and Tech Rehearsal

Monday 25 March

House Drama Dress and Tech Rehearsal

Tuesday 26 March

Headteachers Coffee Morning

Tuesday 26 March

Parent Focus Group

Wednesday 27 March

House Drama Competition

Wednesday 27 March

Year 8 Subject Consultation Evening

Thursday 28 March

Year 10 Subject Consultation Evening

Thursday 4 April

Year 7 Subject Consultation Evening

Wednesday 24 April

Parent Forum: Supporting the Learning of Young
People

Thursday 25 April

End of Spring Term

Friday 5 April

The community group of the student council have been organising the mufti days for the remainder of
this academic year. The dates and nominated charities are as follows:
11 March - for International Women’s Day; 1 April (Colon Cancer Alliance); 26 April (MIND). Dates
for the Summer term, publicity and information will be issued shortly. The community group are
Rhys Annon 7DR, Adam Malik 8JW, Zach Reid 8JS, Harry Greenwood 9SE, Alma Talbot 10PU,
Owen Glover 11RA , Ethan Spencer 11AM , Ella Balfour-Roberts 11RT , Sophia Solovieva 11AS ,
Ella Oakley and Holly Armstrong.
A full listing of term dates can be found on the school website and on the SIMS Parent App. Please
use the following link: http://www.teddingtonschool.org/calendar or copy and paste into your web
browser for the current and future school dates and events.

The PTA at Teddington School
The PTA page of the website can be viewed here and there is also a PTA Twitter feed where we send
out messages. The latest edition of Teddington Trading—our local ads page can be viewed here. To
advertise in the next issue please email the editor.

PTA Events - want to come along or just help out?
EVENT

DATE

INFORMATION AND VOLUNTEERS

An Evening with Dr Hui

Friday 22 March

Tickets are priced at £10 per adult, £2 per student
and family tickets are £20 for 2 adults and 2
children. Purchase tickets online here BTMyDonate
Can you volunteer to serve on the bar?

Annual School Quiz

Friday 29 March

PTA Termly Meeting

Monday 29 April

Annual Plant Sale

Saturday 11 May

Could you deliver leaflets in your road? Could you
help sell plants or refreshments or would you make
homebakes to sell? Please email the PTA to
volunteer.
You can raise funds by having an estate agent
board at your house to advertise the sale?
Please email the PTA We are paid per board so the
more the better!

Teddington School of
Rock

Friday 17 May

If you are in a band & would like to perform email
the PTA. This is for parents and older students in
the Sixth Form and will be strictly over 18s only

Save the date and get your teams together!
Tickets are £18 per person and include a two
course meal. Bring a team of 8 or join a team.
Tickets can be purchased here BTMyDonate
Can you volunteer to serve on the bar?
7.00 pm in Room 101. Just turn up!

Can you volunteer to serve on the bar?
Teddington Murder
Mystery

Friday 5 July

Fashion Event

To be confirmed

Register your interest email the PTA
Can you volunteer to serve on the bar?
Register your interest email the PTA
Can you volunteer to serve on the bar?

Discovery: The Unseen Obvious Lecture
Join Dr Hui for an evening at Teddington School to find your inner scientist. Using his own discoveries
and those of others, he will show that anyone is able to make discoveries, as long as they have curiosity, passion and perseverance. Dr Hui will explore the process of discovering things, using practical
demonstrations from subjects as diverse as killer whales and great white sharks; heart anatomy, paper
aeroplanes, art, and even magic.
You will have the opportunity to feel what it is like to make your own discoveries: it’s fun to find things
out!
Discover more about the lecture here
Discover how to book your tickets
Refreshments will be available before and during the event courtesy of the PTA at Teddington School.
Tickets are £2 for students, £10 for adults and £20 for a family ticket.
All proceeds from the event will be used for improving the Audio Visual equipment at school.

Safer Neighbourhood Board
Wednesday 10 April at 7.00pm
Richmond Museum, Old Town Hall, Whittaker
Avenue TW9 1TP,
Former sergeant Les Jackson will be giving a
presentation on burglary and up to date
information on scams.

