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SCHOOLS PUT HEADS TOGETHER FOR BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK
Students from a city-based sixth form college and a rural village college are to benefit from a partnership
between their respective schools.
The collaboration between the Cambridge Centre for Sixth Form Studies (CCSS) and Bassingbourn Village
College will see the two schools pool resources to develop student opportunities and good teaching practice.
Principals, trustees and governors from both establishments have been meeting together to see how they might
work together and have come up with a joint venture that will develop over coming months.
Duncan Cooper, Principal of Bassingbourn Village College, said: “We were delighted to invite staff and students
from CCSS to meet some of our senior students this week. There are so many ways that our schools can
support each other, both with educational developments and student opportunities. This is a very exciting longterm partnership that will benefit us all.”
Stuart Nicholson, CCSS Principal, added: ”All of us at CCSS hope that this will be the first of many shared
endeavours with our friends at Bassingbourn Village College.”
The venture was launched with an event to mark Brain Awareness Week with over 100 students from both
establishments gathering in Bassingbourn to hear lectures from Cambridge academics Drs Sara Baker and Jon
Simons. Their lectures - ‘The non-academic skills that relate to school achievement’ and ‘What we know from
Science about learning’ – explored how research from psychology is applied to learning.
The lectures were part of a large-scale experiment to learn more about the human brain led by leading
academic Prof. Bruce Hood from the University of Bristol.
Stuart Nicholson, CCSS Principal, said: “We were delighted and honoured that Sara and Jon gave up their time
to come and talk to our students. Such an enormous amount has been learned in the last decade that the truth
about the inner workings of the most complex organ in the body are not widely known, and Brain Awareness
Week will begin to put that right.”
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Bassingbourn Village College, South End, Bassingbourn, is an 11-16 comprehensive academy school. Rated
as a Good school by Ofsted, in 2015 75% of students achieved five GCSE at A*-C (incl Maths and English).
Founded in 1954. 600 pupils. Principal: Duncan Cooper.
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